
Department of Economics

SMU is a research oriented national university in Dallas, 

Texas. Dallas is the 4th largest and fastest growing

metropolitan area in the U.S. with a culturally rich and

diverse population. Since 1959, the SMU Economics

Department has been producing Ph.D. students that

have enjoyed successful careers inside and outside of

academia. Our high-quality faculty work closely with

Ph.D. students and develop long-lasting mentoring

relationships. This creates an outstanding foundation for

students to flourish as researchers.
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Ian K. McDonough, 2014

Associate Professor

University of Nevada Las Vegas

Aditi Sengupta, 2011

Associate Professor

University of Auburn
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Research fields: Econometrics,
Experimental & Behavioral, Growth,
Industrial Organization, International,
Labor, Macro, Public, Theory, and Urban
Strong placements in academia and high
quality public & private sector jobs
Small classes, lots of individual attention
from faculty
5 years of full financial support
Further funding via Moody Graduate
Fellowships, University PhD Fellowships 
Mustang Fellowships supporting
diversity
Strong connections with Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas, the George W.
Bush Institute
Access to DFW Federal Research Data
Center
World-renowned computation center

I have nothing but great things to say about

the Economics Ph.D. program at SMU. The

training and access to top-tier faculty are

second to none. Lectures are small and

personal, and the material being taught is

on the frontier of economics. Any success

that I have had since graduating from the

program is a direct result of the training

and mentorship I received as a student.

Ph.D. Program Highlights

SMU’s Ph.D. program in Economics

and especially my advisor trained me

meticulously and extensively to survive

and navigate through the complicated

and challenging world of academia in

every possible sense. I recognize this

more so as I meet more and more

graduates from other Ph.D. programs.

Job Placement by Sector

and Location for Graduates

(2010-2020)

Where Do Our Students

Work After SMU?

Gender Distribution of

Recent Graduates 

(2010-2020)
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https://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Economics/Graduate
https://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Economics/Graduate/PhD/Bios


Department of Economics

Southern Methodist University

PO Box 750496

Dallas, Texas 75275-0235

214-768-4337

Prof. James Lake

Director of Doctoral Studies

jlake@smu.edu

smu.edu/economics

smu.edu/gradapp

bushcenter.org

Apply Today!

The Bush Institute-SMU Economic Growth Initiative is the 

economic policy unit within the Bush Institute. This exciting new

partnership combines the economic policy expertise of the Bush

Institute, located on the SMU campus beside the George W. Bush

Museum and Library, and the academic expertise of the SMU

Economics Department. The Initiative's mission is to develop data-

driven, economically sound, policy-relevant research on pressing

economic issues. A pillar of The Initiative is a Fellowship program that

attracts world class students to the SMU Economics PhD program

while also contributing to the research mission of the Bush Institute. A

second pillar is the Visiting Fellows Program that brings prominent

economists to the Economics Department and the Bush Institute.

“The partnership between SMU’s

Department of Economics and the

Bush Institute is wonderful for both

partners. It recognizes that

Economics, at its core, is a field that

has always been concerned with

changing the world for the better.

Our partnership brings out the best

in both partners: the Economics

Department’s deep cutting-edge

research talent and the Bush

Institute’s capacity for reaching the

public and influencing public policy.

Together, we can offer all kinds of

opportunities to motivated graduate

students.”

Bush Institute-SMU Economic 

Growth Initiative

Cullum Clark 

Director, Bush Institute-SMU Economic 

Growth Initiative

Adjunct Professor of Economics

Contact Us
Stephanie Robertson

Graduate Adviser

stephanie@smu.edu

Application Deadline: 

January 15

@SMUEconDept

@TheBushCenter

Stay Connected

$28,100 stipend per year for 5 years. Tuition waivers and full

health insurance premium coverage also included.

Opportunities to work with scholars in the Bush Institute.

Access to renowned scholars and public officials who visit the

Bush Institute.

Opportunities to communicate research findings through the

Bush Center’s platform.

Fellowship Program

https://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Economics/Graduate
https://gradadmission.smu.edu/apply/
https://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Economics/GWBInstitute
https://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Economics/GWBInstitute
https://www.smu.edu/Dedman/Academics/Departments/Economics/GWBInstitute

